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The Cottonbaler is an official,
quarterly publication of the
7th Infantry Regiment
Association

OBJECTIVES
of the
7TH INFANTRY REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION

1. To create and perpetuate a viable
and cohesive national organization for
the purpose of enjoying the camaraderie
and unique membership, and in unison,
voice concern for the protection of our
cherished American ideals and our indi-
vidual way of life.

2. To support the military policy that
maintains reasonable but strong nuclear
and conventional, combat-ready regular
and reserve component forces, able to
provide adequate national security for
our nation and its people.

3. To foster the development of good
citizenship, patriotism, and leadership
in our American youth, the future of our
nation.

4. To insure that posterity is constantly
reminded of those instances of service,
sacrifice, and dedication to the preser-
vation of our nation’s liberty and free-
dom by celebrating those dates that
recall the sacrifices made by the Armed
Forces of the United States, and espe-
cially the 7th Infantry Regiment and its
component units.

5. To encourage and achieve the mu-
tual benefit and support resulting from
a close and cooperative alliance between
the Association and the active units of
the 7th Infantry Regiment in the United
States Army.

PLEASE SEND ANY
ADDRESS CHANGES
OR CORRECTIONS TO

Father Philip G. Salois, M.S.
16 Sharon Parkway
North Smithfield, RI 02896
XUANLOC®@aol.com
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Receive Your Cottonbaler Newsletter
Electronically via Email

To help save printing and mailing costs, members may
now receive their Cottonbaler Newsletter via email.
Email versions will arrive about 2 weeks before mem-
bers receive it in the mail.

If you are interested in this option, please email our
Secretary, Fr. Phil Salois, at xuanloc@aol.com. You can
change your mind any time and go back to receiving
your newsletter by regular mail.

Members, particularly Life Members who no longer
have fo pay the annual membership fee, are encour-
aged to donate toward the operating expenses of the
Association each year. Send your contribution directly
to our treasurer, Joe Washart, 504 Brooke Avenue,
Magnolia, NJ 08049-1106.

Cottonbalers on Facebook:

Page layout for this newsletter by:
Elizabeth H. Cottrell
RiverwoodWriter, LLC, Maurertown, VA 22644
540-436-3969 « www.RiverwoodWriter.com

Printed and mailed by:
Narrow Passage Press (The Print Shop), Woodstock, VA 22664
540-459-4000 » www.ournewspaper.net/

www.facebook.com/groups/28462933742/ 3-7INF Colors
EDITOR: DAVID SPANBURG DISCLAIMER

While material received for publication is screened for relevance,
good taste and general content, the Editor is not responsible for its tech-
nical accuracy. If readers wish to challenge the accuracy of an article
published in The Cottonbaler, whether contributed by an Association
member or reprinted from an outside source, they are welcome to do
so by writing to the Editor and explaining the basis for the challenge.
Such letters will also be published, if appropriate.

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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EDITOR’S NOTES....

The End of a Chapter, Not the End of the Story
by David Spanburg

n 20 Oct 17, the 3rd Battalion, 7th Infantry
ORegiment became the 3rd Battalion, 67th

Armor Regiment in a ceremony at the
Marne Garden, Fort Stewart, as part of the transi-
tion of the 2nd Infantry Combat Brigade, 3rd In-
fantry Division to 2nd Armored Combat Brigade.

This ends the current chapter in the history of 3-7
IN. The battalions have been activated and deacti-
vated in the past and it will probably happen again.
3-7 has a storied past and a proud history. It’s the
only 7th Regiment Battalion to see action in the
Vietnam War.

3rd Battalion will live on. If not on active duty then
it will be in the hearts and minds of those who
served. We will never forget the 3rd Battalion, just
like we will never forget the 1st Battalion (where I

served). For as long we remember the traditions
and honors all of the 7th Infantry Battalions, then
they will remain.

The ceremony was very poignant. Dave Jensen,
who commanded 3-7, and several other 3-7 Cotton-
balers were there. In part to say farewell to a proud
unit with a Battle History that is practically second
to none, and in part to remind the Army that we
will not forget. No long drawn out speeches, not
even a pass-in-review. Just a solemn time to reflect
and celebrate the changing of the colors. The new
unit 3-67 AR is not new. It has seen service in both
World Wars, the Korean War and Desert Storm. It
has been tested and has a legacy. No doubt that the
Cottonbalers in 3-67 will make sure that they are
the best Armor unit at Ft. Stewart. ¢

Association members in attendance at the 3-7 Re-Flagging Ceremony

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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PRESIDENT'S PAGE

by Greg Cullison, Association President

appy
N e w
Year,

Cottonbalers! 1
hope this edi-
tion of The Cot-

tonbaler finds
you and your
families doing

well after cele-
brating a joyous
holiday season.
It is customary
to look back on
the past year as
we turn the
page to face the adventures the new year prom-
ises.

President Greg Cullison

Looking back at 2017, our 7th Infantry Regi-
ment Association had an eventful year. We had
our biennial reunion in May in Savannah,
Georgia. I know I speak for all 40 association
members (and 77 total attendees) when I say
how great this reunion was—I believe it was
the best one yet! The opportunity to spend time
in brotherhood with old and new friends, along
with our active duty Cottonbalers at Fort Stew-
art was truly special for all of us. Let’s make
sure the 2019 reunion in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee 1s another great one. Please plan to at-
tend and spread the word.

Our Cottonbalers had a truly remarkable fall
season at Fort Stewart and Fort Irwin. Our 3rd
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment was reflagged
in a ceremony on 20 October 2017. Our 3-7 Cot-
tonbalers are now known as the Hell Hounds,
the mighty 3rd Battalion of the 67th Armor
Regiment. We know that the fighting spirit and
camaraderie that was so evident in our Cotton-
balers will drive them to success as they tran-
sition into their new combined arms (Abrams
and Bradley) mission set.

Also in October, our 2nd Battalion Cottonbalers
went out to the National Training Center in
Fort Lewis, California, and conducted and ab-
solutely stellar NTC rotation. Able 6, LTC
Robert Stanton provides an update later in this
edition. Hats off to the soldiers of the battalion
for showing the Army how the Cottonbalers
take care of business. Damn Fine Soldiers!

As we begin to plan our 2019 Reunion in Chat-
tanooga, I spent some time recently reading
about the Civil War battles that took place in
1863 in Chattanooga and nearby Chicka-
mauga, just across the border in Georgia. These
battles were pivotal as the momentum shifted
between the Armies of the North and the South
during this terrible period in our history. Cot-
tonbalers were among the brave men fighting
in those hills to secure the vital railroad junc-
tion of Chattanooga, the “Gateway to the Lower
South”. These battles set the stage for General
Sherman’s Atlanta campaign and subsequent
march to Savannah in 1864.

Fascinating, because our 2019 Cottonbaler Re-
union in Chattanooga will set the stage for our
2021 reunion in Savannah and Fort Stewart.
Great historical backdrop. Incidentally, when
Shawn Huebner (our 2nd VP) and I were in
basic training together in 1989 at Ft Benning
in 2-19 Infantry, our slogan was “Rock of
Chickamauga.” We'll learn more about all of
this at our reunion next year—see you there!

VOLENS ET POTENS

Greg Cullison
President ¢

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT'S COMMENTS

that I mention the passing

of Gene Owen, the Hon-
orary Sergeant Major of the
7th Infantry Regiment Associ-
ation (Cottonbalers). Words are
inadequate to express the im-
pact that Gene had on the As-
sociation, our membership, and
the active duty Cottonbalers
that he came into contact with.
I will never forget, how at a
leaders’ training seminar at

It is with a very heavy heart

Fort Stewart with the senior NCOs
and Officers of both battalions, the deep respect
with which they listened, and how the soldiers
hung on Gene’s words as he described his Ko-
rean War experiences as a Cottonbaler. I was
fortunate to be the benefactor of his encourage-
ment and counsel while serving as the Presi-

dent of the
Association, and will
miss his mentorship
tremendously. Gene is
the very best example
of that old adage “Old
soldiers never die,” for
his legacy as a “Cot-
tonbaler by God,” a
“Damn Fine Soldier”
will live in our minds
and hearts for a long
time!

With an equally heavy
heart, I report attend-
ing the reflagging cer-

emony of the 3rd
Battalion 7th Infantry
Regiment (Cotton-

balers). As I have said
before, with the excep-
tion of being a child of

Immediate Past President
Dave Jensen

Colors being cased by LTC Harper, Commander,

and CSM Banks, 20 Oct 2017
(U.S. Army photo by Catherine Johnson)

God, and the husband of my dear
wife Sissie, the biggest honor in
my life was commanding the
Cottonbalers of the 3rd Battal-
ion, 7th Infantry in combat. The
ceremony was very well done,
and I offer a hand salute along
with the honor due and well-de-
served respect to all Cotton-
balers that ever served in the 3rd
Battalion, 7th Infantry Regi-
ment (Cottonbalers)!

These two very solemn events
should remind all of us that are
members of the 7th Infantry Regiment Associ-
ation just how important our work to preserve
the legacy of the premier regiment of the
United States Army is. We will have another
opportunity in the spring of 2019 at our next

reunion 1in  Chat-
tanooga to gather Cot-
tonbalers by God,
Damn Fine Soldiers
from across the coun-
try, young and old, to
keep the legacy of the
7th Infantry Regiment
alive. Mark your calen-
dars, and encourage
any Cottonbaler you
can to muster in Chat-
tanooga in 2019.

“Cottonbalers by God,”
“Damn Fine Soldiers.”

Immediate Past Presi-
dent

Dave Jensen ¢

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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a ppy
N e w
Year to

all of our 7th In-
fantry Regiment
members and
your families and
all of our Cotton-
balers currently
on active duty.

Father Philip G. Salois, M.S.

About two months
ago I decided to send out a second reminder to
those members on our rolls that are delinquent in
paying their dues. In those letters I inserted a
self-addressed envelope to make is easy for
them to pay their past dues. I also wrote in the
letter that if for any reason they no longer
wanted to be members of the Association to
send me a short note so I could take them off
the rolls. Well it was worth the effort because I
did receive several dues checks. I also received
a couple of envelopes back with a note stating
they no longer wanted to be members so I re-
moved them. Finally I received two envelopes
with notes in them stating that the member

Name:

Combined Membership Application and Donation Form

was deceased and so I took them off the rolls
and added them to our TAPS.

For those of you who received a letter from me
and have not yet responded, I implore you to ei-
ther send me your dues or a note stating that
you no longer wish to be a member. We will
miss you, but you are always free to return and
we will always welcome you back as a fellow
Cottonbaler

If it is easier for you, you can also simply send
me a message to my e-mail address. It 1s impor-
tant if the Cottonbaler is deceased to please no-
tify us so the Cottonbaler can be a member of
our Memorial Database. We pray for them dur-
ing our Memorial Service at each of our re-
unions.

Thank you all for your cooperation.
May God bless you all!
Volens et Potens — Damn Fine Soldiers!

Father Philip G. Salois, M.S.
Association Secretary ¢

Street Address:

City:

State: Zip:

Telephone: E-Mail:

Period of Service and Unit with 7th Infantry:

Highest Grade achieved in military service:

Membership Category: Regular (] Life: L]
Dues (See Rates in Box at Right): $

Dues Rates:

Donation to Boswell Scholarship Fund: $

Contribution to Operating Expenses: ~ $

Total Enclosed: $

Make check payable to: “7th Infantry Regiment Association”

Mail to: Fr. Philip Salois, Secretary, 16 Sharon Parkway, North Smithfield, Rl 02896

Regular: $20/Year
Life Memberships:
Over Age 70: $100
Age 60-70: $175
Up to Age 60: $250
Active Duty E8-O3: $200

Active Duty E7 and Below:  $150

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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THANK YOU!

to the following association members
for donations this quarter:

Boswell
Scholarship Fund

MAJ Larry R. Bradley

Operating
Expenses

LTC William C. Camper

3-7 Colors before the Re-Flagging Ceremony, 20 Oct 2017

MAJ Larry R. Bradley

Former 3-7 Cottonbalers attend the Re-Flagging Ceremony, 20 Oct 2017
(U.S. Army photo by Catherine Johnson)

(U.S. Army photo by Catherine Johnson)

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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DANIEL A. RAYMOND
LTC, 1st BN, 7th INF, P/T
3106 Pristine View
Williamsburg, VA 23188
757-593-8392
raymondppi@aol.com

JOHN A. WEIS
SP4, HHC, 1st Bn., 7th Inf.
8893 Filiz Lane
Powell, OH 43065
740-881-3870
jamaw@columbus.rr.com

NEW LIFE MEMBERS
FROM ANNUAL MEMBERS

STEVEN M. BAIN
SP4, A/3-7 IN, Vietnam
8146 134th Street
Valley Falls, KS 66088-6103
785-945-6204
bmi-dad@yahoo.com

PEDRO E. RACELIS III
MAJ, B/1-7 IN, P/T
73-1147 Kahuna Ao Road
Kailua Kona, HI 96740-8451
808-322-2828
pracelis3@me.com

Thank You note from Gene's widow, Dee, for the flower arrangement the
Association sent to his memorial service

TAPS

“BE THOU AT PEACE”

~ Departed Members ~

VINCENT BATTAGLIA
PVT, Co A, WWII
109 Carson Avenue
Gibbstown, NJ 08027-1433
Died — December 27, 2008

WALTER HENRY, JR.
PFC, Co A, WWII
177 No. McElroy Road
Mansfield, OH 44905-2911
Died — August 19, 2017

ELMER EUGENE OWEN
SFC, Co L, Korea
5730 NW 75th Avenue
Ocala, FL 34482-2008
Died — November 23, 2017

CHARLES R. SAVERY
MSG, HHC, 3rd BN, Korea
2235 Muratura Way
El Dorado Hills, CA 95762-5453
Died — September 22, 2012

JACK SILBERMAN
CPL, Co D, WWII
10383 South Circul Lake Drive
Boynton Beach, F1. 33437
Died — June 15, 2016

JESSE T. SPARKMAN
T-5, Co G & Sve Co, WWII
9180 Chatwell Club Lane Apt 15
Davison, MI 48423-2842
Died — July 2, 2017

JOHN S. YAEGEL
PFC, Co D, 1st BN, P/T
6423 74th Street
Middle Village, NY 11379
Died — February 25, 2016

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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4 7th Infantry Regiment Association Financial Statement )
Financial Statement
Opening Balance (5/16/2017) ......cccuuvremrinssmnrisssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnsssassnns $11,712.32
INCOME,
Donations for Operating EXpPenses............ccoeemmrriniisssnmmnnnnnnssssnnnns 30.00
Donations for Scholarship Fund..........ccccoccciiimmiiniiccsnnnnnncccens 20.00
Membership DUes .........ccccvviiiiiiiiiininseee s 2,780.00
TOTAL INCOME .........coomerrrrinsnceensesssssssmns s s esssssmmnn e s s ssnnsnnns 2,830.00 ............. 14,542.32
EXPENSES
Riverwood Writer LLC........cccccciiiiirinssnseemmmmnnnss s s ssssssssssssssns 280.00
[ T = g Lo L 602.81
L1 =] o =) 65.85
TOTAL EXPENSES .......ooeiricccceecmerrssssssssss s s s esssssmses s eessssnnnes 948.66
Closing Balance (12/3/2017) 13593.66
Savings Account (10/31/2017) 1290.69
Scholarship Fund (10/31/2017) 120,942.13
\_ J
CATEGORY SUMMARY:
7th IR MEMBERSHIP PROFILE Served with the 7th Infantry,
As of 3 December 2017 Or attached or supporting units 375
Associate Members 9
Supporting Members 14
Honorary Members 2
. Permanent Member 6
DUES STATUS: Color Guard Member 5
None due (LM, HON, CG, PM) 282
Annual renewals for 2015 - 2016 92 PERIOD OF SERVICE SUMMARY:
Members Not Paid Up 30 World War Ii 15
— Korea 104
Total Members 404 Belgian Cottonbalers (Belgium) 14
Vietham 59
Peace Time/Cold War 66
Gulf War/lraq 117

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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appy Holi-
days to the
Soldiers,

Families and friends
of the Cottonbalers!
This has been a great
year for our Battal-
1on, the Cottonbalers

have accomplished
feats that have set
them apart from

every other Battalion
in the Division. The
determination and
skill of our Soldiers
1s a lasting testament to their core support
from their loved ones and their lasting en-
durance, as they continue to meet and exceed
every objective that they take on. We earnestly
hope that all Cottonbaler Families are enjoying
the spirit of the holiday season after a year of
hard work, extensive training, and notable
achievement.

With the close of the
month of November, 2-7
IN has successfully con-
cluded its Rotation at the
National Training Cen-
ter (NTC) at Fort Irwin,
CA. The Cottonbaler
Battalion’s performance
at NTC was exceptional.
During the simulated
force on force fight the
Battalion cleared multi-
ple urban areas, con-
ducted deliberate
offensive and defensive

LTC Robert C Stanton (left) and CSM Robert Controne

2-7 IN received the highest score of 1ABCT during
NTC’s live fire exercise

“Cottonbaler” 2nd Battalion
COMMANDER’'S COMMENTS...

LTC Robert C. Stanton USA, CDR

operations, sup-
ported the Brigade’s
efforts across multi-
ple domains and was
able to maintain an
operating tempo that
was extremely im-
pressive to observe.
The damn fine sol-
diers of 2-7 IN scored
a 100% rating of “tar-
gets destroyed” dur-
ing the live fire
exercise, successfully
engaging and de-
stroying all targets presented. This feat of arms
surpassed all of the other Battalions in our
Brigade and has only been achieved on three
other occasions at NTC during the history of
the Army. The Battalion is now recovering at
Ft. Stewart from NTC, conducting equipment
maintenance, and preparing for our next mis-
sion. I could not be more
proud of the accomplish-
ments of this unit. They
have demonstrated
through their fighting
prowess and skill of arms
that they are one of the
finest and most lethal
Battalions in the Army.

I would like to extend my
thanks to the Cottonbaler
Association for their con-
tinued support. I am fully
confident that this unit
has and will continue to
uphold the fighting spirit

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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2nd BN continued from previous page...

of 7th Infantry Regiment. A fighting spirit that
has grown and prospered under the many gen-
erations that have preceded us. With the close
of this successful year of training we look to the
future to continue to develop our Soldiers and
strengthen our Battalion’s capabilities in
preparation for any assigned mission. Our
achievements are in large part due to the sup-
port and determination of the families and
friends who bolster the unit cohesion and
morale of this Battalion. To all families,
friends, and supporters of this Battalion, the
Cottonbalers wish you a safe, and happy holi-
day season!

Ay

|

Soldiers from 2-7 IN at NTC’s Central Corridor
during some down time

Please follow our Battalion and all of its accom-
plishments at www.facebook.com/2BN7IN.
Every day the Soldiers of this Battalion live by
our motto: Willing and Able, Cottonbalers by
God, Damn Fine Soldiers!

Able 6
LTC Robert C. Stanton Jr.¢

LEFT: SG Moore of 2-7 IN HHC receives an award for
his performance during NTC

More Murphy’s Quotes

If you need an officer in a hurry take a nap.

If you take more than your fair share of objec-
tives, you will get more than your fair share
of objectives to take.

If your ambush is properly set, the enemy
won't walk into it.

If your flank march is going well, the enemy
expects you to outflank him.

If your positions are firmly set and you are

prepared to take the enemy assault on, he will
bypass you.

Interchangeable parts aren't.

It's not the one with your name on it; it's the
one addressed to whom 1t may concern you've
got to think about.

Military Intelligence is a contradiction.

Make it too tough for the enemy to get in, and
you won't be able to get out.

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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3rd Infantry Division’s 2nd Brigade
goes back to armored status

by Dash Coleman, Savannah Now

quarters building at Fort Stewart, there are
paintings and photos highlighting the legacy of
its 2nd Brigade.

Inside the 3rd Infantry Division’s garrison head-

Especially notable are homages to “thunder runs”
during the invasion of Iraq in 2003, when the
brigade’s tanks headed toward Baghdad.

But in 2015, the brigade — nicknamed the Spar-
tan Brigade — was inactivated briefly and came
back as a light infantry brigade. On Friday, that
changed again. The Spartan Brigade is moving
back to armor.

“The overmatch the U.S. Army has enjoyed for the
last 70 years is closing quickly across all domains
of warfare,” Col. James Dooghan, the brigade’s

commander, told his soldiers during a formal con-
version ceremony Friday morning. “To keep pace,
the Army continues to adapt its ways of thinking,
executing and organizing. The battlefield of tomor-
row will be more lethal than our generation has
experienced, and the Army must change with that
in mind. To ensure overmatch, the Army must
modernize, train, and structure the force to build
land-power capability against near-peer threats.”

The division’s other armored brigade, 1st Brigade,
1s currently at the National Training Center at
Fort Irwin, Calif., and the two brigades have been
working together during the conversion, Dooghan
said.

The 2nd Brigade will add more than 200 armored

LEFT:

Lt. Col. Justin Harper, left, and
Command Sgt. Maj. David
Banks, far right, unfold the flag
of the 3rd Battalion,
67th Armored Regiment (for-
merly 3-7 Infantry) on Friday
morning at Fort Stewart
during a ceremony to mark the
conversion of the 2nd Brigade
f Combat Team of the U.S. Army’s
3rd Infantry Division into an
armored brigade.

(Dash Coleman/Savannah Morn-
ing News)

7th Infantry Regiment Association
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vehicles as it transitions, including 87 tanks, as
well as howitzers, and armored command and
support vehicles, the Army announced last year.
Fort Stewart’s sprawling grounds make for an
1deal training environment. The installation,
which is the military’s largest east of the Missis-
sippi River, spans about 280,000 acres over five
counties. All that space means there is a lot of
room for training, even for live-fire exercises
using tanks, heavy artillery and air support.

Dooghan says the move enhances the Army’s
overall ability to respond to situations in a
changing world. “It also allows for having ar-
mored brigade combat teams in the 3rd Infantry
Division to provide immediate ready companies,
global response forces for 18th Airborne Corps,
Forces Command and the nation,” Dooghan
said. On Friday, two of the brigade’s units re-
flagged. Third Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment
is now 3rd Battalion, 67th Armored Regiment,
and 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry Regiment is

now 2nd Battalion, 69th Armored Regiment.

Over the next few months, the brigade will be
getting more heavy equipment in and training
as it prepares for a Combat Training Center ex-
ercise.

“Almost half of the brigade combat team has
had to rotate in and out over the last eight
months, and we'll continue to see some more
personnel rotations, but right now we're on
track to have everybody and everything that we
need by our fielding dates,” said Command Sgt.
Maj. Michael McMurdy, the brigade’s senior en-
listed officer.

Dooghan says the brigade’s soldiers will be
ready for whatever type of mission is required.

“We're ready to execute whatever mission we're
asked to do,” he said. “If it is a counterinsur-
gency mission, if it is training other national
forces, if it 1s a near-peer war that we have to
engage in, we will be able to provide that.” ¢

Association members Dave Jensen, John Le Moyne, Frank Karge, Robert Burns, and David Spanburg
at the 3-7 Re-Flagging Ceremony
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y fellow Cottonbalers — Well an-
‘ \ / I other year has gone by and here
we are approaching the great
feasts of Christmas and Hanukkah as I sit
here writing to all of you. By the time you
read this article we will be in the New Year
2018 and trying to live out all of our New
Year’s resolutions if any of us still attempt to
make such resolutions — such as, dieting try-
ing to lose the pounds we gained at Thanks-
giving and Christmas and Hanukah or
exercising more by going to the gym. These
resolutions may last a couple of weeks to a
month. I wish you all the best of intentions
and I pray you all had a blessed and holy
Christmas and Hanukah for our Jewish
brothers.

As for me, every organization I belong to:
VFW, DAV, VVA and St. Joseph Veteran As-
sociation each has their own Christmas par-
ties plus going to my cousins on Christmas
where food and desserts are plentiful. I am
the first one to admit that I need to change
my eating habits.

As we await the Prince of Peace to once again
be celebrated on the anniversary of his birth,
we need peace in this world in the worse way.
It seems our nation is surrounded by unrest
both on the Korean peninsula and Iran and
the Middle East, we definitely live in danger-
ous times. We must keep all of our military
men and women in our prayers as they cele-
brate the holiday season thousands of miles
away from their families and friends. I al-
ways remember the feelings I experienced on
Christmas day — December 25, 1969 in the

triple canopy jungles in Vietnam. They

=7
Chaplain’s Corner
Father Philip G. Salois, M.S.
7th Infantry Regiment Association Chaplain

had called a truce with the NVA but that
did not mean anything. We still stayed out
in the field on that day feeling sorry for our-
selves listening to “I'll be home for Christ-
mas” on my little transistor radio with tears
in my eyes. I remember saying to myself —
Lord, I will be home for Christmas Day 1970
and praise God, He preserved me and
brought me home safe. What do you 7th In-
fantry warriors remember about your expe-
riences of Christmas in the wars you fought
in? That would make for an interesting con-
versation.

During this season also when we long for
peace, we cannot help but watch with dismay
what 1s happening in our own country. We
are divided politically more than ever which
makes moving toward a more positive future
very very difficult. This is something that
has been getting worse year after year. The
notion of compromise has been non-existent
for a long time. We need to turn to the God
of our understanding for His divine guidance
and instill in all the powers-that be the
knowledge and wisdom necessary to break
out of this deadlock.

Well I now wish you and your families a New
Year filled with good health, prosperity and
hope for a better year than the last one. Out
with the old and in with the new.

Happy New Year 2018 to one and all!
Volens et Potens

Cottonbalers by God, Damn Fine Soldiers

Father Phil Salois, M.S.,
Association Chaplain ¢
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CAMPAIGN PARTICIPATION CREDIT

War of 1812

Canada

New Orleans
Florida 1814
Louisiana 1815

Mexican War
Monterey
Vera Cruz
Cerro Gordo
Contreras
Churubusco
Molino del Rey
Chapultepec
Texas 1846

Civil War
Fredericksburg
Murfreesborough
Chancellorsville
Gettysburg
Chickamauga
Chattanooga
Atlanta

New Mexico 1861
New Mexico 1862
Kentucky 1862
Mississipp1 1862
Tennessee 1862
Tennessee 1863
Georgia 1864

Indian Wars
Creeks
Seminoles

Little Big Horn
Nez Perces

Utes

Pine Ridge

New Mexico 1860
Wyoming 1866
Montana 1872

War with Spain
Santiago

Philippine Insurrection
Samar 1901
Samar 1902

World War 1
Aisne
Champagne-Marne
Aisne-Marne

St. Mihiel
Meuse-Argonne
Champagne 1918
Ile de France 1918

World War 11
Algeria-French Morocco
(with arrowhead)
Tunisia
Sicily (with arrowhead)
Naples-Foggia
Anzio (with arrowhead)
Rome-Arno
Southern France
(with arrowhead)
Rhineland
Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europe

Korean War

CCF Intervention

First UN Counteroffensive
CCF Spring Offensive

UN Summer-Fall Offensive
Second Korean Winter
Korea, Summer-Fall 1952
Third Korean Winter
Korea, Summer 1953

Vietnam

Counteroffensive, Phase I1
Counteroffensive, Phase II1
Tet Counteroffensive
Counteroffensive, Phase IV
Counteroffensive, Phase V
Counteroffensive, Phase VI
Tet 69/Counteroffensive
Summer-Fall 1969
Winter-Spring 1970
Sanctuary Counteroffensive
Counteroffensive, Phase VII

Southwest Asia

Defense of Saudi Arabia
Liberation and Defense of Kuwait
Cease-Fire

War on Terrorism
Iraqi Freedom/New Dawn
Operation Enduring Freedom
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